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Objectives 

Housmans Bookshop Ltd., a company owned by Peace News Trustees Ltd., was set up 

in 1945 to ‘build a pacifist society based on nonviolent means of resolving social and 

international conflicts through carrying on in Britain and elsewhere the business of 

booksellers, stationers, and publishers, and to sell such papers, periodicals, books, 

circulars and other literary undertakings as may seem conducive to the attainment of 

the aims of the company.' 

 

 

Location 

For over sixty years, Housmans Bookshop has pursued these objectives by occupying 

the ground floor and basement of 5 Caledonian Road in London’s Kings Cross, while 
the rest of the building has been used by many people and organisations. Among others, 

it has provided a home for London Region CND, London Greenpeace, Pax Christi, and 

Gay Switchboard. The Campaign Against Arms Trade started in an office here, as did 

the Gay Liberation Front. Currently 5 Caledonian Road houses War Resisters' 

International, No Sweat, Campaign Against Climate Change, the Lansbury House Trust 

Fund, the Peace Resource Project and the publishing offices of Peace News. 

 

 

Range of Activities 

Housmans has always been more than ‘just’ a shop. In the past it has published various 

series of pamphlets, as well as acting as European distributor for US radical publications 

and Gandhian literature from India. Housmans Bookshop still publishes the annual Peace 

Diary - the first, and one of the last remaining, ’alternative’ diaries - having recently 

celebrated its 60th edition- and has had to defend libel writs from people criticised in 

anti-fascist magazines which it has stocked. It hosts a regular events programme and 

book clubs, and the shop is also hired by other sympathetic campaigning groups and 

organisations for events and meetings.  

 

 

Range of Stock 

Housmans Bookshop continues to carry what is undoubtedly the widest range of radical 

and alternative magazines of any stockiest in the country. It is one of the few bookshops 

to stock a good range of pamphlets and books from small publishers and those which 

are published by their authors. There's also a wide range of cards, badges and other 

non-book items. 

 

 

Preserving a Radical Centre 

We feel a responsibility, especially given the closure in recent years of so many of 

London's - and indeed Britain's – radical bookshops, to maintain an outlet for radical 



literature. We carry a unique range of material relating to pacifist, socialist, 

environmental, feminist, anarchist and LGBTQI politics – and more. We are convinced 

there is a continuing need for places like Housmans, to help keep alive the work of a 

whole range of traditions of resistance - nonviolent, anti-racist, libertarian, feminist, 

green, left, humanitarian - in today's unjust and violent world. 

 

 

Improving Area 

In the 1990s Kings Cross was a derelict run down area. The shop barely survived, but in 

the years following the economic rejuvenation of the area the shop has successfully 

improved physically and in terms of its ability to serve a broad base of socially 

committed customers.   

 

 

The Future 

Housmans Bookshop and the services and facilities offered by 5 Caledonian Road have a 
long and distinguished history. A combination  of the area’s improvement and our own 

promotional work has produced a substantial increase in turnover compared to 

previous years, such that the shop was able to expand in 2016 and open ‘The Vaults’, a 

refurbished basement room stocking things like fiction, poetry, children’s books – still 

with a radical slant. The Coronavirus pandemic is certainly not without its challenges but 

we are steadfast in our aim to secure a future for the shop as a resource for the many 

campaigns and ideas it promotes. We look forwarding to appointing a new member of 

staff who can help us achieve this aim. 

 

 

For more information on Housmans and 5 Caledonian Rd, please have a look at 

https://5callyroad.org/home/, an oral history project exploring and celebrating the 

history of one of London’s important radical spaces.  

 

https://5callyroad.org/home/

